An Open Letter to Masonic Family Members
 
This open letter is written specifically to families of Forest City Lodge members. Its purpose is to inform you of Lodge responses in general, and how they apply to the families of Forest City members. It is also to make you aware of the rights of your husband, father, or grandfather who is a member of our great fraternity.
First, we have a hard-working Sunshine Committee. This Committee is designed to deal with important issues, such as: weddings, births, bar/bat mitzvahs, anniversaries, illnesses, hospitalizations, rehabilitations, and deaths. However the Committee cannot acknowledge any event unless it is so informed. Therefore it is the responsibility of a family member, for any major event, whether happy or sad, taking place within the family members’ family. Then and only then can we acknowledge the family issue.
Secondly, one of the privileges of Masonic Membership is the right to a Masonic Funeral Service.  If this is desired, please contact the Master of the Lodge, the Lodge Secretary, or the Sunshine Committee chairman so that the information can be routed appropriately. Many times we hear after the fact that a family member did not know what to do. Now, with this letter, you do know. Please contact them as soon as you know of your loss so that we have time to arrange the proper necessities.
Finally, the Lodge Bulletin is NOT a secret. The member and whole family may read the Bulletin. It generally includes many items of general interest as well as information about what is going on at the Lodge. There is information about future events in which you may have an interest, taking place at the Lodge. There are also lists of names and phone numbers of the Lodge officers and the members of the Sunshine Committee, in the Lodge Bulletin.
Please do not shy away from calling any of these phone numbers to inform the Lodge of any issues mentioned above. Your Lodge Officers and Sunshine Committee can only function based on the communications they receive.
 
Sincerely Yours,
Forest City Sunshine Committee
Howard Marx, Chairman
